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REHEARSAL 


i. Predeftination is a Scripture word. 
2, But it is only ad Captum. 


3. No Arguing 
. How words 


from it, more than from God’s Repenting, = : 
ad Captum are to be.underftood. In which fenfe Predeftination is 


* Dottrin of Great Comfort and Affurance. 
5. "ence the Perplexities of this Dz/pute have arifen. 


6, And how to be Céar’d. 
9, The 


8, An 
any Predeftizarian can Refufe. 


Abfurdity of Applying things of God to a 
Experiment to put an End to this Difpate. Which Dr. Edwards not 
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Have been Attack’d, 
Mafter, for the laft 
words I fpoke laft 
time, faying that che» Predeftinarians did 
Banter and Blafpheme the Great God. They 
fay that Predeftiuation is a Scripture word, 
and therefore that no man ought to fpeak 
againft it. And I muft have fome of. your 
help to Rid me out of this; for I wou’d by 
no means fay any thing to the Derogation 
of the Holy Scriptures, 


(1.) Country-man. 


(2.) Rebearfal. The Holy Scriptures often 
fpeak to Us, after the Adanner of Men, which 
in the Schools is call’d, ad Captum, that is to 
our Capacities. For otherwife we could not 


| Underfiand them. We have no Words that 


can Properly exprefs the Infinite Nature ot God. 
He is Eternal and Dwells in Exernity, but we 
have no words but of: Time. We. cannot 
Conceive a Duration without Paft, Prefent, 
and. to Come, yet thefe cannot be in God. 
For then he muft have a Beginning, and 
wou’d Gain or Lofe in procefs of Timé, as we 
do, All things: are Prefene with Him, and 
nothing is Lof to Him... 
Therefore wherever Fore, or After is, At- 
tributed to God in Holy Scripture, we. mutt 
take that, word ad Caprum, becaufe ther is 
‘no Fore nor After in God... } a 
Such is the word Pre-Deftination, ox, Fore- 


 Ordaining, or. ForeeK nowing. God Knows, all | 
things, - But He Fred nothing, becaufe 


all things are Prefene to Him. So He Ordains, 
ut he do’s not Fore-Ordain. Yet.we mutt 
ufe thefe words, becaufe:they are according 
to our Cepacities, But if. we Argue Seriétly 
and Properly from them, we fhall fall not on- 
ly into many Abjurdities, but even Blaf- 
phimies, ~~~ ae 


And fo it is 2s to other words ad Cap- 
tum. God is faid in Scripture to Repent, to 
be Grieved, to be Angry, &c. Yet we all know 
God is not Subje& to any of thefe Paffions, . 
And ff we fhou’d Argue Striftly and Properly 
from fuch Expreflions, we muft Deny the 
Being of a God, for fuch Paffions are to- 
tally Jnconfiftent with the Being of a God. 


(3.) Now if I fhow’d Argue from God’s 
being faid to Repent, that He is Changeable, 
and 20 other Confequences might be drawn 
from thence, what wou’d Dr. Edwards: fay 
to me? Wou’d he not tell me, That I was 
totally out.of the way, and ought. not to 
Draw. any fuch Confequences from a Word 
which was only ad Captum. The fame I fay 
to him as to Predeftination, which is only 
ad Captum, and no more a Scripture word, 


‘than God’s Repenting, &c. And if he will 


not give me leave to draw Confequences 
from the one, neither will-I give him leave 
to draw, Confequences from the. other, both 
being equally 4b/urd. And let him thew 
me,aReafon more for the One than the 
other, if she . can. 


(4-) Now thefe words ad Captwm are 
to. be Underftood , Comparatively, with an 
as_ if... Thus when, it is faid God Repented 
He. had made Man, and it .Grieved Him 
at the Heart, it is to Exprefs the. High 
Difpleafure of God, and the Terrible Punifbe 
ment Of the Flood that follow’d, as:sf God 
had Kepented, and. been Grieved at the 
Heart, &c. And. thus when God was wil- 
ling to. Exprefs the Exceeding Greatne/s of 
His. Love.to Us, and the full Affurance 
we may have in His Promifes, He do’s it 





with an as if ther were a Teferday in 


God, 











































God, and that He had then Chofe# us by 
Wane, aid paft an Ir-Reverfible Decree 
for our Salvation, which no Time or Ac- 
cident fhou’d ever Alter. In which Scrip- 
ture-Senfe of Predeftination, it is a Doétrin 
full of. .Comfort and Affurance to all Good 
Chrifiam, And ther is nothing Hara. to 
be LUnderftood iif ik. e 


(s.) But the Perplexities of this Dif- 
ute have arifen from taking the word 
in the Serif and Literal Senfe,, without 
any as if, or Comparifon fappos'd in the 


Cafe, or any Allowance for a word adJ 


Caprio: Bue dowa right fappofing a Time 


Paft in God, and the Decree already Pufts} 
concerning things to Come with Goad. Which} 


Abjurdity being Granted, others follow, 
Inextricable on both fides. For ,example, 
fuch Decree..being fappos’d to be, Pall, 
iv ‘takes’ away ‘Free-Will; elfe the: Wil of 
Man might Difappoint the Decree of God. 
. On the other hand, without Free-Wii fup- 
pos’d, it will be Impoflible to give an 
Account for all the Promises and Threat- 
nings in the Holy Scriptures, and the Pre- 
tefations of God that He delighteth not 


in the Death of a Sinner, and His Earnelt | 


Invitations to Repentance. 


(6:) And a this .i¢ the Perptexity of 
ihe Difputé, fo Remove the firlt Abfurdity, 
afd all Clears up on both fides. Let us 
Underftand God’s Predeftination (as His Ré- 

ting) to bée-a word ad Captum, not to 

| Stri€tly and Philofophicaly Inquir’d into, 
and Confequences drawn. from it, But to 
look to the General Zmpore and _ Meaning 
of it, and there we Underftand the Firm- 
nieis of God’s Promifes, and of His Cove- 
nant made with us in’ Chrijf, Impoffible’ to 
be Fruftrated,; #3 if Decteed in ‘Tire paft, 
even from Eternity, But the Decree of God 
Being otily Prefene, fot thas ther is’ no 
Paft or Futare in Him, we take the Ex- 
preffion’ obly ad Captum, and fee no Fatare 
Infraction wp8n our Free-Will from the''Pye- 
Diftination “of God: Fhe whole Difficulty 
being as to Time of Fore and Acer, “which 
we are fure is not, for Can be in’ God. 


"(4.)' Country-m. This is ‘the fhort’ Sola- 
tién you Promis’d mé‘(Vgm. 231.) as to 
that Intricat Point of Predeftination.. Whith 
is to. ftop our Arguing and. Wrangling 
about it, while it is plain we fet. out up- 
On a wrong Foundation, in Applying Paf 
and 'Future\to God, which-isonly ‘4s to us. 
Arid it 8° OF God only we fpeak, when we 
fpeak of ‘His Eternal Decrees re Man 
was uiade.’ For A/an was not then in’ she 
Cafe, otherwife than ‘as all Futare things 
kre Prefim with God. But if we will Apply 
this to ovr felves; then ic will) follow, 
Fhat‘ 1 was Born before 1 was Born, even 
from Eternity, becaefe my Birth wds then 
Prefent ‘with’ God, And my Death is now 


1 hath been Tran 


Prefene with Him, therefore 1 am ag | 
Dead! And when | am Dead; | mond 
Dead, becaufe all Live to Him! That 
‘Apply to our, felves what we cajj ie 
Fore- Decrees, and fay that the Freedom of 
our Wikis now Fy’d up by them, | ~ 


| (8.) Therefor let me make this 
“ment. Let us leave the word Fre 
the Difpute, and fay only, That Gog 9 
dains the Punifhment of Wickednefs, ang a 
Reward of Vertne; Aud ther is no Difca, 
ty at all in this. But when we fay fh 
50d!’ Fore-Ordains, there comes in aif the 
‘ Confation- : 

Rehearf. And Dr. Edwards, or any Py. 
defivarian cannot Refule this, fince All 
allow that ther is no Fore or After ig God, 
Therefore if they will {peak Properly of Hin 
they muft ufe words only of the Prefem, 
And will they Perplex the World, and 
make Men run Adad, only becanfe they 
will not ipeak Properly of God? If they 
pretend to Argue Philofophically, and draw 
Juft  Confequences, they mult ufe Proper 
words, and not Difpute from words which | 
are only ad Capram. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Hé Prefent Stateof-the Court of Rome: Or the 
Lives of the Preferit Pope Clement XI. and of 
the prefent College of Cardinals. Written Origigal 
ly in Italian, by a Gentleman belonging to the Court — 
of Rome, and newly Tranilated into Englith from the 
{talian Manufcript, never as'yet made Publick, With | 
a Prefaee'by the Publifher; containing fome few Re 
marks'on the Rife and ‘Natureof the College of Car 
dinals, on the Maxims of their Government, anda 
fhurt Account ef the prefent Pope’s Elevation to the 
Papacy, and of the moft remarkable Occurrences jn 
his Pontificate. 4 
By Bifhop of Salisbury’s proper defence, 
from 4° Speech cry’d about the jftreets 
in’ his Name, and faid to have been {pokes | 
by hittin the Houfe of Lords upon the Bill 
againft “Occafional Conformity. 
K 4 Enioirs of the Affairs of Scotland, con+ 
VR taihing @ fell and Impartial Account 
of the Revolution in that Kingdom, begun ia 
56% Faithfully Publith’d from af Auchentick 
M's. By Her Majefty’sHitoriographer for the: 
Kingdom of Scotland. ‘ 
‘® Patallel berweet! the Faith and Dodring 
of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 
hiet Hereticks i'all Ages of the Church. | 
Andalfoa ParalleFbetwen Quakeri/rm and Popery. 
‘AN Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning | 
Schifm, Toleration, ec: Ina Lettet 
“A Colleaion of wpapers concerning what’ 
Min the Convocation. 
‘Two Sticks niade One, Or; The Devil 


pol: Duns? : - 
“Phe Principles of the Diflenters ‘concerning 
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Toleration and Octafional Contofmity, 
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